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Issue 14 Intelligence Summary

PREVENTION REMAINS THE MISSING PIECE OF PUBLIC
SAFETY
Across the UK and Europe, increasing attention is being given to how risks develop long before they become

emergencies.

Whether discussing online grooming, sextortion, cyberbullying, AI-generated abuse, youth violence, fraud, exploitation or public

disorder, warning signs often appear long before serious harm occurs.

The challenge facing society is not simply responding to incidents. The challenge is recognising risk earlier, educating people

sooner and building confidence to act before situations escalate.

Children Online
Online grooming, sextortion, AI

abuse, fake profiles, cyberbullying

and harmful content exposure.

Community Safety
Violence prevention, behavioural

warning signs and early

intervention.

Prevention First
Recognising warning signs early

and making informed decisions

before harm develops.

Section One

CHILDREN & TEENAGERS ONLINE: THE GROWING
DIGITAL SAFETY CHALLENGE
Children and teenagers are growing up in the most digitally connected generation in human history.

Social media, gaming communities, livestreaming platforms and messaging applications provide opportunities for learning and

communication, but they also create safeguarding challenges that previous generations never experienced.

 Expand: Why social media remains a safeguarding concern

Modern social media platforms use sophisticated recommendation systems designed to maximise engagement. Young

people may be exposed to content they never actively searched for.

Repeated exposure can influence behaviour, attitudes, confidence, emotional wellbeing and perceptions of what is

considered normal.

 Expand: The grooming process explained

  Interactive Awareness Scenario

 Expand: AI & Deepfake Concerns

Parent Toolkit

QUESTIONS EVERY PARENT SHOULD CONSIDER
Online safety begins with communication, awareness and trust.

Many parents ask what apps they should block or what parental controls they should install. While technology can help,

safeguarding professionals consistently emphasise that communication remains one of the strongest protective measures

available.

Children are significantly more likely to report concerns when they believe they will be listened to, supported and understood

rather than blamed or punished.

  Parent Self Assessment

New Threat Area

DIGITAL MANIPULATION & PSYCHOLOGICAL
INFLUENCE
Many modern online threats rely more on psychology than technology.

Offenders often understand how to build trust, create emotional dependency and influence decision making. The goal is rarely

immediate harm. Instead, manipulation frequently develops gradually over time.

 Expand: Common Manipulation Techniques

Excessive compliments and attention.

Creating a sense of exclusivity.

Encouraging secrecy.

Creating emotional dependency.

False emergencies.

Fear of losing the relationship.

Emotional blackmail.

Reputation threats.

Isolation from trusted adults.

Pressure disguised as friendship.

  Interactive Learning Scenario

Section Two

COMMUNITY SAFETY, VIOLENCE PREVENTION &
SITUATIONAL AWARENESS
Many safety professionals argue that greater attention should be given to recognising behavioural warning signs before

incidents escalate.

Whether dealing with antisocial behaviour, aggressive encounters, public disorder or interpersonal conflict, behavioural changes

often appear before violence occurs.

 Expand: Common Pre-Contact Warning Signs

Rapid changes in tone or behaviour.

Repeated scanning of the environment.

Target glancing.

Clenched fists.

Hidden hands.

Invading personal space.

Pacing and agitation.

Verbal escalation.

Sudden silence before movement.

Looking for witnesses or exits.

 Expand: Why Awareness Matters

  Interactive Community Safety Scenario

Risk Assessment

CURRENT COMMUNITY SAFETY CONCERNS

Violence
Behavioural escalation, public

disorder and targeted aggression.

Fraud
Increasing sophistication of scams

and impersonation attempts.

Online Harm
Growing concerns around

grooming, coercion and digital

exploitation.

Prevention
Awareness education remains one

of the strongest protective factors.

Community Prevention

BUILDING SAFER COMMUNITIES
Communities become safer when awareness, communication and early reporting improve.

Schools, families, workplaces, sports clubs, youth organisations and local groups all play a role in recognising concerns and

encouraging positive intervention.

The most successful prevention strategies often combine:

Education.

Awareness training.

Early intervention.

Community engagement.

Support services.

Clear reporting pathways.

Practical decision-making skills.

Prevention First Principle
The earlier a warning sign is recognised, the more options exist to prevent harm.

Aware360 Pro Response

HOW AWARE360 PRO SUPPORTS PREVENTION-FIRST
EDUCATION
Aware360 Pro is being developed to provide practical, understandable and interactive safety education for people of all

ages.

Many safety programmes focus heavily on information. Aware360 Pro focuses on understanding, recognition and decision making.

The goal is simple:

Help people recognise risks earlier, make safer decisions and build confidence before situations escalate.

The Aware360 Pro Position
Public safety should not begin after someone becomes a victim. The strongest protection often comes from recognising risk

earlier, understanding warning signs and making informed decisions before situations escalate.

Interactive Demonstration

SAFETY DECISION SIMULATOR PREVIEW
The future Aware360 Pro platform will contain interactive safety simulations allowing users to practise recognising risk indicators

and making safer decisions.

  Scenario Challenge

You receive a message from an unknown account claiming to know one of your friends. The account asks you to move

to another platform and says:

"Don't tell anyone, it's easier if we talk privately."

What warning signs can you identify?

Reveal Learning Points

UK & Europe Discussion

QUESTIONS BEING DISCUSSED ACROSS THE UK &
EUROPE
Governments, regulators, safeguarding organisations, schools and technology companies continue to debate how best to protect

children and communities in an increasingly digital world.

Research Centre

RECOMMENDED ORGANISATIONS & RESOURCES
CEOP – Child Exploitation and Online Protection NSPCC Online Safety Resources Internet Watch Foundation Ofcom Online Safety

Information Europol Cybercrime Centre UK Government – Online Safety Act

This briefing is intended for educational and public awareness purposes. In emergencies always contact the relevant emergency

services.

Awareness Technique Of The Week

THE RULE OF THREE
Whenever entering a new environment:

Identify three exits.

Identify three potential hazards.

Identify three people who could assist in an emergency.

This simple awareness exercise encourages active observation rather than passive movement through environments.

RULE OF THREE AWARENESS EXERCISE

Observe  Assess  Create Distance  Communicate  Leave Early  Report Concerns

FINAL THOUGHT
Every safeguarding incident starts somewhere.

A message. A conversation. A behavioural change. A warning sign.

Public safety is not simply about responding better. It is about recognising risk earlier.

Whether protecting children online, supporting families, strengthening communities or improving awareness, prevention remains

one of the most powerful safety tools available.

Awareness • Education • Prevention
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Prevention-first public safety education • Evidence-led • Practical • Community-focused

This week's briefing focuses on one of the most significant safeguarding and public safety challenges

facing the United Kingdom and Europe: protecting children and teenagers in an increasingly digital

world while strengthening prevention-focused safety education.

Would My Child Tell Me?
If something online worried them today,

would they feel comfortable discussing it

with you?

Who Can Contact Them?
Do privacy settings restrict unknown

users from making direct contact?

What Platforms Are Used?
Do you understand the apps, games and

communication tools your child uses

most frequently?

Do They Know How To
Report?
Would they know what to do if they

encountered harmful content, blackmail

or manipulation?

Interactive Simulators
Users experience realistic scenarios and

learn through decision-making rather

than passive reading.

Online Safety Education
Age-appropriate modules covering

grooming, cyberbullying, sextortion, fake

profiles, AI risks and digital resilience.

Behaviour Recognition
Understanding body language,

environmental warning signs, distance

management and situational awareness.

Community Learning
Resources designed for parents, schools,

clubs, workplaces and community

organisations.

Digital Safety Hub
Helping users understand modern online

risks using realistic examples and

practical guidance.

Prevention Framework
Recognise. Assess. Decide. Act. Review.

Online Safety
How should online harms be reduced

while maintaining access to technology

and communication?

AI Regulation
How should society respond to AI-

generated abuse, impersonation and

deepfakes?

Digital Wellbeing
How can young people develop healthier

relationships with technology?

Community Safety
How can awareness, prevention and early

intervention be strengthened?
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